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SELF-DETERMINED LIVING IN ALL ITS DIVERSITY

Show races featuring exoskeletons, intense consultations on the refi tting of 
cars, fully occupied forums or rap in the wheelchair – this enumeration 
represents only a fraction of the all-embracing services offered, through 
which REHACARE 2018 was able to fascinate its visitors. On the whole, the 
event distinguished itself as a strong impulse generator of developments that 
render possible a largely self-determined life. After four exhibition days, the 
international trade fair for rehabilitation, nursing care and inclusion ended as 
a complete success: 50,600 international industry specialists, persons 
affected and their family members provided themselves with information, 
from 967 exhibitors representing 42 countries, on assistive services and 
devices for people with handicaps, people with nursing care requirements 
and people facing the problems of old age. Likewise, they also made use of 
the platforms offered by the framework programme in all the trade fair halls.

More information can be found at: www.rehacare.com

At REHACARE, ever more effi cient assistive devices for almost any handicap 
and any target group have met with a highly interested audience. On the one 
hand, the driver of these developments is demographic change and the 
resulting challenges in terms of nursing care. On the other hand, however, 
the rising demands of persons affected in relation to their own autonomy 
and participation also play an important role. 

For this reason, innovations in regards to mobility were top of the agenda for 
the trade fair visitors: intelligent walking frames or complex assistance 
systems like computer-controlled orthosis devices or exoskeletons literally 
turned out to be crowd pullers – immediately followed by assistive nursing 
care devices, orthopaedic technology and technical assistance equipment for 
communication and information. All in all, REHACARE 2018 was an event 
that has received top marks. According to representative surveys, slightly 
over 90 percent of the exhibitors were happy with the course of the event, 
and 94 percent of the visitors were satisfi ed with the trade fair and its 
services offered!



VISITOR COMMENTS ON THE REHACARE 2018

Please find more visitor comments at: 
www.rehacare.com/Photo_gallery_REHACARE_2018_Meeting_Point

Ursula Trebes from Upper Franconia 

“I have been to the REHACARE for 
the very fi rst time, but I have to say 
I’m overwhelmed by the variety and 
the impressions. It is very 
impressive what they offer here, 
and how many pieces of assistive 
equipment are available for people 
with handicaps. In particular, my 
husband and me are interested 
into locomotion opportunities.”

The Zorzon family from Romania 

“We come from Romania, where we 
manufacture medical orthopaedic 
products and orthosis systems. At 
the REHACARE, we wish to provide 
ourselves with information on new 
technologies and possibilities in the 
nursing care sector. It’s a good 
opportunity to bring ourselves up 
to date. Perhaps, we will be here 
again next year as exhibitors.”

Matthieu Brera und Sandra Balon 

from Kaarst and Erkelenz 

“Above all, we wish to have a look 
at what is new. I have seen a 
respiratory device that is able to 
stimulate coughing. As I work with 
severely handicapped people, I had 
to think immediately of one of my 
patients whom this device could 
surely help.” 

Wolfgang Schasse from Bad Sassendorf 

“For more than ten years, I have 
enjoyed coming to the REHACARE. 
It’s a fi ne place to look around, but 
also to meet your acquaintances 
and even old schoolmates. But I’m 
also interested in the products. 
I just saw a car in the outdoor area 
that pulled into a parking space 
completely autonomously through 
manual control. It was amazing!“



EXHIBITOR STATEMENTS ON REHACARE 2018

Sunrise Medical GmbH, Hall 4 G 39, 
Leticia Voland Aguilar, Marketing Manager 
Germany/Austria 

“We have come here with a new 
generation of e-wheelchair. The 14 
chairs have a new modularity and 
can easily be connected with the 
user’s environment. Here at the 
REHACARE, we are able to present 
it to everybody who is of signifi cance 
to the industry – end users and 
trade colleagues. We like that 
combination, which is also why we 
have been involved in the fair as an 
exhibitor for more than ten years.”

Please find more visitor comments at: 
www.rehacare.com/Photo_gallery_REHACARE_2018_Meeting_Point

POWER STOCKS GmbH, Hall 3 F 58, 
Sonder Akdeniz, Managing Director 

“We meet many of our regular 
customers here, but also new ones. 
As a result, you’re constantly and 
immediately able to exchange views 
and ideas. The trade fair’s 
international character is also a 
great plus.“

Sorg GmbH & Co KG, Hall 4 G 14, 
Marcel Sorg, Managing Director and Owner

“We have been present at the 
REHACARE for 15 to 20 years. This 
year, we have something new to 
offer: a lockable cable brake that 
can be locked in such a manner that 
children are prevented from 
accessing and opening it.“

Wolturnus GmbH, Hall 4 D 30, Detlev Ziegler, 
Production Specialist vicair (seat cushions)

“The REHACARE is one of the most 
important meeting points for 
distributors both internationally 
and for the German market – which 
is the crucial reason for our 
presence here as an exhibitor.”



Digitalisation is acting as the driving force of development for self-
determined living and has proved to be a major aspect in almost all the 
areas of REHACARE. For nursing care, rehabilitation and inclusion, virtual 
opportunities are breaking new ground: be it the development of barrier-free 
products that render possible more social participation for persons affected, 
or be it the enhancement of devices allowing old people or people requiring 
nursing care to remain in their familiar environment. At the trade fair stands, 
at forums and at the REHACARE Congress, professional trade fair visitors 
were able to learn what is going to be digitally possible in the future or is 
already digitally possible today, and they came across concepts such as 
Health Games, Sensors or Artifi cial Intelligence.

TOP SUBJECTS: REFITTING AND DIGITALISATION

More information about customised conversion and digitisation 
can be found at: www.rehacare.com/mobility2

As a matter of course, this trend did not stop short either of the 
comprehensive motor show in Hall 6: Here, specialists discussed how 
refi tting and digitalisation are capable of making contributions to the 
preservation of mobility – one of the most important keywords for people 
with a handicap in their daily lives, at work and during holidays. Fascinated, 
professional visitors embraced the wide variety of solutions enabling people 
to remain actively mobile – from the individually refi tted passenger vehicle 
down to the barrier-free camper van or modern scooter.



More information about the CYBATHLON Experience at: 
www.rehacare.com/Photo_gallery_REHACARE_2018_CYBATHLON

Continuing applause and loud cheers – at times, the sound from the area 
hosting the course of the CYBATHLON Experience suggested that a big 
festival was going on there. The noise reached its peak each time two pilots 
took on one another with their respective modern assistive technology, and 
approached the fi nish line after completing a demanding obstacle course. In 
Hall 3, the Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule – ETH Zürich organised 
an exciting show contest, at which people with physical handicaps – 
supported by intelligent technological assistance systems like exoskeletons 
or motorised wheelchairs – were able to compete with each other. 

Trade fair visitors were also able to become active by themselves and be part 
of a competition in front of a special screen – with the sheer power of their 
thoughts: sensors on their heads transmitted the energy of mentally 
concentrated players onto animated cartoon fi gures, which had to cross 
various obstacles either more slowly or more quickly in a virtual race.

CYBATHLON EXPERIENCE – CROWD PULLER AND GLIMPSE 
INTO THE FUTURE 



Leben mit Pfl ege @home
This was a forum shaped by intensity, calmness 
and a high informational value. In 2018 once again, 
around 400 professional visitors attended the forum 
Leben mit Pfl ege @home (Living with Nursing 

Care @home) and made use of the wide-ranging advanced training and 
information offers. It was here that wound specialists, qualifi ed nurses and 
experts from specialised in-patient nursing areas such as palliative medical 
care found the support they were looking for – as one concern was very much 
in the focus for both persons involved and for the organisers: the challenges 
of everyday work with people requiring nursing care have to be mastered with 
the greatest possible commitment and dedication.

More information about living with care @home at: 
www.rehacare.com/living_with_care_at_home_2

CONGRESS, FORUMS AND A LOT MORE



REHACARE Forum
Pure variety with a programme that fascinated 
visitors through information, culture, politics and 
even the recording of a TV chat show! For instance, 
this stage hosted lectures and panel discussions on 

subjects like Housing in Old Age and the consequences resulting for those 
concerned from the German Medication and Assistive Equipment Supply Act. 
However, the forum did not miss out either on humorous entertainment: 
thanks to her relaxed and likeable personality, the TV presenter and author 
Christine Westermann made people laugh while reading passages from her 
ingenious book titled „Manchmal ist es federleicht: von kleinen und großen 
Abschieden (Sometimes it’s as light as a feather: on small and great 
farewells”). 

Other highlights: The motivational speaker and author Janis McDavid 
provided some insight into his thoughts and his life. On the “Day of Self-
Determination”, political activists like Michel Arriens, Katja Alekseev and 
Laura Gehlhaar discussed various subjects on their own authority during a 
public get-together on the stage of the forum. And the activist Raúl 
Krauthausen received the artist and dancer DerginTokmak for the purpose 
of recording his chat show „KRAUTHAUSEN – face to face: The Chat Show 
on Culture and Inclusion“ – with the REHACARE visitors as an interested 
audience.

CONGRESS, FORUMS AND A LOT MORE

More information about living with care @home at: 
www.rehacare.com/forum_2



REHACARE CONGRESS
The advantages of digitalisation were at the centre 
of this year’s REHACARE Congress. The motto 
“Shaping Life in the Urban Quarter by Digital 
Means” attracted 170 social service providers, 

representatives from municipalities, the housing industry and organised 
citizens desiring to learn in lectures from existing case examples. At the topic 
tables, which also took place at the CCD South for a limited number of 
participants, the exchange of experience was intensifi ed once again, and 
different interests were addressed. Already tried and tested urban quarter 
concepts, which also include digital offers/services, concerned themselves 
with telemedicine applications for healthcare purposes, smart home 
solutions and online platforms for connecting people at their places of 
residence with neighbours and local service providers.

CONGRESS, FORUMS AND A LOT MORE

REHACARE-
KONGRESS 

More information about the REHACARE Congress at: 
www.rehacare.com/congress_2



Sports Center
Fun, sports and entertainment – anybody looking for 
action was like a duck to water at the Sports Center. 
At scheduled times, wheelchairs were fl ying 
through the air at the Skate Park, as the masters 

of wheelchair skating were performing racy stunts with their sets of wheels. 
Activities were somehow calmer, but certainly no less sweaty when visitors 
became involved in a match at the table tennis tables, in archery or in tabletop 
soccer for the blind. After all, active participation is explicitly desired in this 
hall! Other sports included para-golf, para-ice hockey, badminton and many 
more. A novelty for this year was eSport. Here, interested trade fair visitors 
were able to compete with each other in a computer contest.

CONGRESS, FORUMS AND A LOT MORE

More information about sports on the REHACARE at: 
www.rehacare.com/sport_center_2



Next year, the REHACARE 2019 will be waiting for you from 
18 to 21 September.

Until then, please keep yourself up to date – with us at www.REHACARE.de
and our constantly growing community on facebook.com/REHACARE

Simple and convenient 
online registration
If you wish to present your company and your products 
at the REHACARE 2019, please sign up by 25 April 2019 – 
online at www.rehacare.de/2330

WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE REHACARE 2019

For more impressions with many photographs and videos, please visit: 
www.rehacare.com/live2018_2
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Auf Wiedersehen
          See you again …

18 – 21 September 201918 – 21 September 2019 


